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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: NATO, SENV 

SUBJECT: CCMS: GEOTHERMAL ENERGY IMPROVED MEANS OF INFOR- 
MATION EXCHANGE PROJECT 

REF: STATE 43005 

A. AS INDICATED REFTEL, US HOPES TO ORGANIZE FIRST 
MEETING OF THE CCMS GEOTHERMAL PILOT STUDY REGARDING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERNATIONAL GEOTHERMAL INFORMATION 
CENTERS (IGIC) IN NEW ZEALAND, APRIL 29 THROUGH 

MAY 3, 1974. 

B. IN THIS CONNECTION, US SUGGESTS FOLLOWING AGENDA 
ITEMS: 

1. ESTABLISHMENT AND LOCATION OF INFORMATION CENTER OR 
INFORMATION CENTERS. 

2. FUNDING 

3. ACQUISITION OF INFORMATION AND DATA 

4. ASSESSMENT OF THE QUALITY OF STORED AND TRANSMITTED 
INFORMATION 

5. DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND DATA 

6. FORMATION OF GOVERNING ORGANIZATION FOR THE CENTERS 

7. SCHEDULE OF IMPLEMENTATION OF IGIC 

8. OFFICIAL LANGUAGES AND TRANSLATION 

C. IN ORDER TO START PROCESS OF CONSIDERING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF IMPROVED MEANS OF GEOTHERMAL 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE, US SUGGESTS THAT SUCH AN IMPROVED 
MEANS MIGHT TAKE THE FOLLOWING FORM: 

1. THREE EQUIVALENT REGIONAL INFORMATION CENTERS 
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SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND DATA CONCERNING THE 
UTILIZATION OF GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES. SUGGESTED LOCATIONS 
FOR THE CENTERS ARE ITALY, NEW ZEALAND, AND THE UNITED 
STATES. THE CENTERS WOULD BE LINKED IN THE SENSE THAT 
ALL INFORMATION GENERATED IN ONE CENTER WOULD BE 
TRANSMITTED TO THE OTHER CENTERS AND EACH WOULD HAVE A 
COMPLETE DATA FILE OF ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION. 
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2. METHODS OF EXCHANGING STORED INFORMATION AND DATA 
IN COMPUTER READABLE FORM SHOULD BE DEVISED BY A 
COMMITTEE OF SPECIALISTS CHOSEN BY AND REPRESENTING 
THE THREE REGIONAL CENTERS. 

3. ONE CENTER WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PERIODIC 
WORLD-WIDE DISTRIBUTION OF A BULLETIN CONTAINING 
NEWLY AVAILABLE REFERENCES AND DATA. INITIALLY THIS 
WOULD BE ON A SEMI-ANNUAL BASIS USING A LOOSE-LEAF 
FORMAT FOR EASE OF UPDATING, IN PRINTED FORM OR ON 
MICROFICHE. 

4. INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION COULD 
BE MADE TO ANY OF THE REGIONAL CENTERS. EACH CENTER 
WOULD PROVIDE INFORMATION IN APPROPRIATE TABULAR. 
GRAPHIC, OR COMPUTER-READABLE FORMATS. 

5. A NOMINAL CHARGE WOULD COVER COMPUTER AND HANDLING 
COSTS. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE CHARGE TO INDIVIDUALS 
FROM PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES BE LESS THAN FOR THOSE 
FROM NON-PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES. 

6. THE REGIONAL CENTERS WOULD COLLECT, STORE, AND 
DISSEMINATE GEOTHERMAL INFORMATION AND DATA RELEVANT 
TO THE FOLLOWING MAJOR CATEGORIES: 

(A) RESOURCE EXPLORATION, 

(B) RESOURCE ASSESSMENT. 

(C) RESERVOIR DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION, 
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(D) UTILIZATION TECHNOLOGY AND ECONOMICS, 

(E) ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS, 

(F) LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS. AND 

(G) PATENTS. COST INFORMATION, PERIODICALS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS. 

INFORMATION FROM OTHER FIELDS THAT MAY HAVE APPLICATION 
TO GEOTHERMAL RESOURCES WILL BE INCLUDED, SUCH AS 
UTILIZATION OF PROCESS HEAT FROM FOSSIL FUEL AND NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANTS, NEW METHODS OF WELL DRILLING, AND 
PROPERTIES OF MATERIALS RELEVANT TO GEOTHERMAL 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. 
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7. THE REGIONAL CENTERS WOULD UNDERTAKE A COORDINATED 
EFFORT TO ESTABLISH A BROAD-BASED DATA FILE THROUGH 
LITERATURE SEARCHES AND BY UTILIZING OTHER COMPUTER 
DATA RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS THAT MAY ALREADY BE IN OPERATION. 
THE REGIONAL CENTERS ALSO WOULD ESTABLISH UNIFORM 
METHODS OF ORGANIZING AND DISSEMINATING THE INFORMATION 
AND DATA IN FORMATS THAT WILL FACILITATE OPTIMUM 
UTILIZATION BY USERS. AN IMPORTANT OBJECTIVE OF THE 
INFORMATION CENTERS WOULD BE TO DEVELOP A UNIFORM AND 
CONCISE KEYWORD SYSTEM AND TO OBTAIN THE COOPERATION 
OF AUTHORS AND JOURNALS IN IMPLEMENTING THE SYSTEM. 

8. EACH COUNTRY PARTICIPATING IN THE GEOTHERMAL 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE PROJECT WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR PROMPTLY TRANSMITTING ALL NEW RELEVANT DATA TO 
ONE OF THE REGIONAL INFORMATION CENTERS. THE REGIONAL 
INFORMATION CENTERS WOULD CODE THE TRANSMITTED DATA 
AND ALSO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ACQUIRING AND CODING ALL 
INFORMATION FROM NON-PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES IN THEIR 
REGIONS AS THOSE DATA BECOME PUBLICLY AVAILABLE. 

9. A STEERING COMMITTEE COMPRISED OF LEADING WORLD 
EXPERTS IN THE FIELD OF GEOTHERMAL ENERGY WOULD BE FORMED 
TO REVIEW PERIODICALLY THE WORK OF THE INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE CENTERS AND MAKE ASSESSMENTS OF THE DATA. 
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THE STEERING COMMITTEE WOULD CALL ATTENTION TO THOSE 

SUBJECTS REQUIRING GREATER OR BETTER DATA COLLECTION, 

AND RECOMMEND IMPROVEMENTS. 

A. THE ABOVE ASSESSMENT MIGHT BE DONE IN PART BY 
SEEING TO IT THAT CRITICAL REVIEW AND SUMMARY PAPERS 
ARE PREPARED ON SPECIFIC SUBJECTS FROM TIME TO TIME. 

B. THE COMMITTEE WOULD ALSO UNDERTAKE PRODUCTION OF A 
STANDARDIZED GLOSSARY OF GEOTHERMAL TERMS. 

10. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT PROGRESS OF IGIC SHOULD 

BE ASSESSED AT THE TIME OF THE SECOND UN GEOTHERMAL 
SYMPOSIUM IN SAN FRANCISCO IN MAY 1975. FIRST YEAR 
GOALS WILL BE: 

(A) DEVELOP SOFTWARE TO STORE AND RETRIEVE DATA AND 
INFORMATION; 

(B) RESOLVE PROBLEMS OF COMPUTER INTERFACING; 
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(C) DEVELOP FORMATS FOR REPORTING AND DISSEMINATION OF 
INFORMATION AND DATA; 

ID) INITIATE DATA GATHERING. 

1 1 . ACTION: REQUEST ACTION ADDRESSEES BRING FOREGOING 
TO ATTENTION APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS HOST GOVERNMENTS. 
WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY COMMENTS, PARTICULARLY 
FROM ITALY AND NEW ZEALAND, ASAP, HOPEFULLY BEFORE 
APRIL 1. 

12. FYI. US HAS FUNDS FOR US DATA CENTER. ITALY AND 
NEW ZEALAND WILL BE EXPECTED TO FUND COSTS OF DATA 
CENTERS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, 
PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO ELICIT COMMENTS AND 
REACTIONS TO PROPOSAL FROM ADDRESSEE POSTS. HENCE, 
UNLESS QUERIED ON SUBJECT, WE PREFER THAT YOU NOT 
DISCUSS FUNDING AT THIS STAGE. END FYI. 
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